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Harvest Home 
 

Deuteronomy 16:10 
Then celebrate the Harvest Festival, to honor the Lord your God, 

by bringing him a freewill offering in proportion  
to the blessings he has given you. 

 
On November 8, 2020, Brownback’s will 
celebrate Harvest Home by collecting 
donated non-perishable food and supplies. 
These much needed gifts will be 
distributed to the Spring City Pantry and 
the Pottstown Cluster. 
 
Donations began in October and will 
continue into the beginning of November, 
in the collection box located in the lobby. You may bring 
donations on Sunday mornings, if you attend Worship in person. 
Otherwise, someone will be the church to accept donations on 
Saturday, October 31st, from noon to 2p.m. (**Packed shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child can also be dropped off on one of 
these Saturdays.**) 
 
All donations are welcome; however, cans of tuna, stew, chicken, 
soups, and Chef Boyardee products are needed as they easily 
make a meal. It is our hope that the bounty will be overflowing.  
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Message from Pastor Mark 
Greetings!! As I write this article, it is a rainy and dreary day. It is 
also an energetic day, to say the least. I have had the great 
opportunity to connect with many of you. As pastoral care 
re-establishes itself amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, my hope is to 
be able to visit personally. My top concern is the health and safety 
of everyone, including myself, so this will be a slow transition.  
 
One thing that has not slowed down is Christian Education. Many 
of you may be aware that I began a confirmation class this year 
with four youth. Word had gotten around, and two other UCC 
churches joined with me. We now have ten students from three 
churches and three pastors. We meet virtually every Sunday after 
the 10 am service, where we seek to guide our youth and children 
through their faith journey. We are currently exploring church 
history, which will lead us into UCC history. Many of the students 
are finding the history interesting. The responses we have 
received since the beginning of classes show that the youth are all 
very aware of the needs around us. We have also implemented a 
mentoring program for the confirmands that will evolve as the 
pandemic is more controlled. 
 
Teaching and learning also continues. The Monday Social Issue 
Discussion Group gathers in the spirit of Christ in our sanctuary. 
Through that holding of each other together in thought and 
prayer, we discuss various issues facing our lives and our 
understanding of them. We have spoken about race as specific 
events and through books that deal with a specific time. We have 
also explored and discussed a documentary titled, Social 
Dilemma, which I found extremely important to be aware of in 
this technology era. Ultimately, my goal is to inspire people to 
come together and have hard discussions on topics that are 
polarizing to our community and nation. The more conversations 
we can have with more people, I believe the more opportunities it 
gives all of us to learn. Please let me know if you have a specific 



topic you would like to discuss or speak about. I hope to see many 
of you soon! 
 
This Sunday, November 1st, is when we celebrate All Saints Day. 
Please contact the office with the name of your loved one to be 
mentioned during the service. There will be a candle lit in honor 
of each person and a tolling of a bell to signal our knowledge of 
them going before us.  
 
November 1st is also Daylight Savings time. Although most 
people are happy to get another hour of sleep, many more people 
want to skip an hour ahead to be done with 2020 faster! I know 

that I do. 😊 

 
And also, as November begins, we will hear about the Presidential 
elections, which seems to have caused much acrimony. As 
Christians, we read the Bible for truth and our goal is 
reconciliation and a transformation to live into Christ more 
authentically every day. As we all seek to do that and with 
Matthew’s latest Gospel reading from October 25th on our minds, 
may we all “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the Greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it, love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
 
As trying as these days are, finding hope, compassion and 
empathy in a faith community can keep us walk this journey 
together. My hope is that you may be moved to keep this 
community together and growing through the love of Jesus Christ, 
who enfolds you on this day and forevermore. 
 
--Pastor Mark 
 

  



Mid-Week Bible Study 
The mid-week Bible Study group will meet on Wednesday, 11/11 
and 11/18 at 7:00 PM. The following scriptures will be discussed: 
 

▪ 11/11: Matthew 25:14-30 
▪ 11/18: Matthew 25:31-46 

 
The discussion group will be held using Zoom web-conferencing. 
The link for this discussion group appears on the Livestreaming 
page of the church’s website.  
 

Social Issues Discussions 
The Social Issues discussion group will meet Monday evenings, 
11/9 and 11/16 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary. Discussion topics are 
suggested by the group. Past topics have included book 
discussions on racial injustice and conversations concerning the 
elections and other social issues and how we should respond as 
Christians. 
 
If you wish to engage in the conversations but do not want to 
gather in a building at this time, contact Pastor Mark at  
(484) 938-7397 for Zoom information. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Brownback’s is collecting shoeboxes for our annual Operation 
Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse) for children around the world 
who are in need. There are boxes to fill and informational 
brochures available in the lobby of the Church. Please take one or 
more shoeboxes, fill them, and return then by Sunday, November 
8th. If you can’t get to church to get the boxes, please call Pat 
Diener at (610) 327-1515. She will gladly deliver or pick up any 
boxes you have. 
 
Here is how you can support this ministry: 



 
▪ Pack a box - Pick up a box at church, use a plastic shoebox 

of your own, or call Pat for a shoebox. 
▪ Donate money - You can give money through our church 

website (www.brownbackschurch.org), and a team of 
Brownback's members will use the money to purchase 
items and pack your box for you. On the website, click 
Online Giving and choose the Operation Christmas Child 
fund. If you have any questions about online giving, call 
the church office. You could also send a check payable to 
Brownback’s UCC, Memo: Operation Christmas Child.  

 
Thank you for joining us in making some children happy this year 
and giving them much needed personal items! 
 

All Saints Day Remembrance 
We will observe All Saints Day on Sunday, November 1st. Please 
call or email the office to share the name of a loved one who 
passed away in the last year. Those names 
will then be read followed by a tolling of a 
bell. It is a somber service but a very 
healing one with candles lit as the names 
are read. 
 
 
 

Note of Thanks 
Thank you for your love, support, and prayers in the passing of my 
husband, Bill. Special thanks to the prayer chain, and all who 
called and sent cards. God is faithful and the God of all comfort. 
 --Esther Mundell 
 

  

www.brownbackschurch.org


Doug Kandler Memorial 
Douglas A. Kandler, age 59, husband of Susan 
M. (Fasnacht) Kandler, of Morgantown, PA, 
passed away on Thursday, September 17, 2020 
at home. Born on September 11, 1961 in 
Phoenixville, PA, he was a son of Joseph T. and 
Patricia A. (Miller) Kandler of Pottstown, PA. 
 
Doug was a 1980 graduate of Owen J. Roberts High School, and 
graduated from the Philadelphia Institute with his certification as 
an HVAC technician. He was a lifelong member of Brownback's 
United Church of Christ, and was a descendent of the Brownback 
family. Doug and Susan shared 41 years of marriage, but if you 
would have asked him, he would have told you it felt more like 
100. He was an avid hunter, and enjoyed his annual deer hunting 
trips with his nephews to Elk County. He enjoyed classic cars and 
wrestling. Doug worked in the preventative maintenance 
department at Lankenau Medical Center since 2008, and had 
previously worked for N.B. Barber Company in Uwchlan as a fire 
control inspector. He was a member of the Mt. Pickering Lodge 
#446., FandAM. 
 
In addition to his wife, Mr. Kandler is survived by two daughters, 
Bobbi Jo Galbreath, companion of Wayne Dubay of Morgantown, 
PA and Alexis L., wife of Jarrod Ford of Pottstown, PA; three 
grandchildren, Trevor Douglas Ford, Landon Thomas Ford, and 
Violet Patricia Dubay; three siblings, Joseph, husband of Beth 
Kandler of Douglassville, PA, Debra, wife of Derrick Boaman of 
Pottstown, PA, and Kristina, wife of Michael Houck of 
Phoenixville, PA; and numerous nieces and nephews that he 
treated as his own children. 
 
Relatives and friends attended his funeral ceremony at 
Brownback's UCC on Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 11:00 
am. Officiating will be Rev. Mark L. Stryjak. Burial was held 
privately.  



 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in his 
name to the American Heart Association, 625 W. Ridge Pike, 
Conshohocken, PA 19428 or to the American Lung Association, 
527 Plymouth Road, Ste. 403, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462. 
Condolences may be made by visiting 
www.RoyersfordFuneralHome.com.  
 

Richard Bauer Memorial 
Dr. Richard Irvin (Richie, Rich) Bauer 
made his departure from this world 
on October 7, 2020 at 80 years of 
age. He was born January 21, 1940 
and always said it was easy to 
remember his age since it was easy to 
count up from 40. He loved the fact 
that his grandmothers, Elizabeth 
Decker Bauer and Viola Sheffy Peiffer, 
both members of Brownback’s UCC, 
were matchmakers at a church event 
setting up his parents, Bertha Peiffer 
and Irvin Bauer, in the late 1930s by 
insisting that Irvin take Bertha home 
from the event. 
 
Richie was the oldest child in his generation of the Bauer and 
Peiffer families. When he was born, he had 18 aunts and uncles 
attending BUCC. Aunt Peggy Bauer Copenhaver (11 when he was 
born) took him to Sunday School with his parents every week. He 
enjoyed seeing his cousins in church and watching them grow up. 
And that is a lot of cousins! The Peiffers helped fill the pews. 
 
Rich loved being a part of the church family and was always 
grateful for his Christian education and opportunity to worship at 
BUCC. He was thankful for support in times of need and also the 
chance to offer help to others in their times of need. He learned 
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to take direction at church as a tiny tot when Patsy Miller Kandler 
would tell him when to sit down and stand up – and he did! He 
was proud of his many years of perfect attendance in Sunday 
School, enjoyed talking about Christian Endeavor experiences 
under the direction of Uncle Edgar Peiffer, playing years of church 
softball (overlapping generations), treasurer for many years, 
Consistory member/president, and chair of the Endowment 
Committee. It was a pleasure to serve in the pulpit upon absence 
of the pastor just as his father, son, and grandson have done. 
Rich’s grandchildren are the 5th generation of his family with 
membership and all confirmed at BUCC. 
 
He was forever grateful to be blessed with the ability and 
opportunity to earn an education. He appreciated growing up on 
Snowdenville but also appreciated the chance to step up and out 
as a graduate of East Coventry School (’53), Springford High 
School (’57), Shippensburg University (BS ’67), Drexel University 
(MBA ’67), and Lehigh University (EdD ’76). After great 
mentorship in his first teen jobs as catching chickens at the 
chicken farm in Parkerford and bottling milk at Sunny Slope Dairy, 
he worked most in the education business as a business teacher 
at West Chester High School, Director of Neighborhood Youth 
Corps, Assistant Superintendent Great Valley School District, and 
founder/director of School District Liquid Asset Funds. He worked 
as chair and president of Association of School Business Officials, 
served many years on the East Coventry Township Planning 
Commission, played and coached baseball, was a distance runner 
for Shippensburg U (undefeated track team 1957-61), member of 
Brookside Golf Club, and known for implementing the 2-hour 
school delay for inclement weather. He served in the US Navy at 
the US Naval Air Base in Orange Park, FL during the US/Cuban 
crisis (1962-64). 
 
Dr. Bauer is survived by his wife, Linda, of 57 years; daughter 
AmyLinn Stone, wife of John; son, R. Chadd Bauer, husband of 
Yvonne; and six grandchildren – Maddison, Morgan, MaryKate, 



Jack, Reed, and Riley. He is also survived by one sister, Janet Faye 
Bauer Williams, and one brother Rod, husband of JoAnn. 
 
Linda is grateful for the help of children and grandchildren along 
with Main Line In-Home Health Care for the care given to Rich, 
allowing him to live his final days at home. 
 
Dr. Bauer will be remembered as a quiet spoken gentleman 
standing up for what is right and following Joshua 24:15, “But as 
for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” 
 
Donations may be made in Rich’s memory to Brownback’s UCC 
with the hope of restoring the ringing of the bell in our church 
tower. Due to COVID restrictions, Rich was honored with a 
graveside service in Brownback’s UCC Cemetery on Sunday, 
October 11, officiated by Rev. Mark L. Stryjak and attended by his 
immediate family. 
 

Community Garden 
The Garden Club was determined to not allow the pandemic stop 
a great mission and service our church provides. Through social 
distancing and careful preparation, Brownback’s community 
garden had another successful growing season. Tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants, cucumbers, carrots, strawberries, cherries, 
beets, and carrots were harvested. The Spring City food pantry 
was the beneficiary of our harvest. Cherry jam will be made and 
available for purchase in the next couple of months. 
 
The club would like to thank the Missions Committee and 
congregation for their support. Brownback’s UCC does an 
incredible job in helping the local community. The Garden Club is 
proud to help spread Brownback’s name and Jesus Christ’s word 
to our neighbors. 
  



Birthday Card Shower 
Reed Bauer is in his third year at West Point and will turn 21 on 
November 24. West Point is keeping all cadets on base for 
Thanksgiving, so let’s have a card shower for Reed. He will 
certainly appreciate cards from fellow Brownback’s members. 
 
His address is: 

Cadet Bauer, Reed 
P.O. Box 0186 
West Point, NY 10997-1086 

 

Cemetery Reminders 
Friendly reminder that any items found to be unsafe or 
unauthorized will be removed. Flowers can only be placed in front 
of the headstone not to exceed 12 inches from the stone and 
squared front only. Due to the winds, securely fasten or stake 
down any potted plants, holiday flowers, planters or decorations. 
 

Paper and Plastic Bags 
Giving food at the Spring City Food Pantry continues! The Pantry is 
in need of clean paper and plastic grocery bags. Please donate 
your used bags at our church for the Pantry. Boxes are labeled 
and located under the table in the Signup Center in the lobby. 
Thank you for your donation! 
 

News & Views Deadline 
The deadline for the December issue of the News & Views 
newsletter is November 19. To include information in the 
newsletter, you can leave information in the News & Views 
mailbox in the church lobby or email information to Penny Sallade 
at pennysallade@yahoo.com.  
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Prayer Concerns 
“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have 
faith.” – Matthew 21:22 
 
For those who serve:  

▪ Reed Bauer, First Sargent at West Point, The United States 
Military Academy  

▪ Nathaniel Cherubini, Chief Warrant Officer 3.,  
United States Marine Corp. Nephew of Rick and Jeanette 
Francesco 

▪ Brock Fasnacht, nephew of Doug and Sue Kandler, Army 
National Guard 

▪ Andrea Shade, 2nd Lieutenant in the Army based in Ft. Bliss 
in El Paso, TX 

▪ Thomas Shade, Captain in the Army based in South 
Carolina 

 
Members: Rick Francesco, Joe Kandler, Sr., Bob Keeley, Sr., Bob 
Miller, Thelma Nelson. 
 
Friends of Brownback’s: Eva Diener, Sean Mahoney. 
 
 
 
 

  



Celebrations 
We rejoice with those of our church family who 
are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries. 
 
October Birthdays 

10/1 Paul Martin 
10/3 Lynne Copenhaver 

Matthew McCollum 
10/5 Karen DiMarco 

Mike Houck 
10/8  Ryan Copenhaver 

Pat Kandler 
10/11 Beckett Houck 
10/12 Jadyn Garson 
10/13 Gerry Marvel 
10/14 Rebecca Garges 

David Raifsnider 
10/15 David Nelson 
10/16 John Garges 
 Lara Faust 
10/19 Jeanette Francesco 
10/21 Buzz Bradley 
10/23 Brian Brady 

Janet Garges 
10/24 Scott Houting 
10/27 Eva Diener 
10/29 Lorraine Cassidy 

Haley Thompson 
10/30 Krista Beitler 
10/31 Craig Shive 

 
October Anniversaries 

10/5 Chadd and Yvonne Bauer 
10/7 Jarrod and Alexis Ford 

Karen and George DiMarco 



10/10 Steve and Barbara Guy 
James and Linda Raifsnider 

10/12 Peter and Gina Keeley 
10/14 Jack and Kelly Clark 
10/23 Bill and Lara Faust 
10/28 Bob and Jill Keeley 

Paul and Polly Roussey 
 

November Birthdays 
11/2  John Stone 
11/3 Pastor Mark Stryjak 
11/4 Bill Moore 
 Thomas Schmidt 
11/6 Julie Radel 
11/7 Rachel Laird 
11/8 Lisa Blair 

Lindsay Keeley 
Emma Valbert 
Judy White 

11/9 Amy Meravi 
Nancy Stout 

11/10 JoAnn Bauer 
Barry Copenhaver 

11/11 Derrick Boaman 
Hannah Laird 

11/12 Deb Boaman 
11/14 Joe Laird 
11/16 JoAnn McFarland 
11/17 Maureen Siwik 
11/20 Joanne Weaver 
11/21 Linda Acar 

Mary Ann Glocker 
11/24 Reed Bauer 
11/26 Nick Procyk 



11/27 Vaughn Francesco 
Everett Kolb 
James Ritschard 

11/28 Joyce Miller 
11/29 Olivia Vento 
 Larry Potts 
 

November Anniversaries 
11/6 Bill and Gerry Marvel 
11/17 Bob and Danielle Hewitt 

 
 
 
 

 

  



Our Church Leaders 
Rev. Mark Stryak, Pastor and Teacher 

Barry Vining, President 
Mark Sweitzer, Vice President 

Lara Faust, Secretary 
Anne Behe, Financial Secretary 
Holly Vining, Current Treasurer 

Kaitlin Iezzi, Benevolence Treasurer 
Calvin Idler, Major Improvements Treasurer 

 

Elders 

2020 Earl Brungess Barry Vining 
2021 Randall Ruilova Mark Sweitzer 
2022 Chadd Bauer Bob Keeley 

 

Deacons 

2020 Derrick Boaman Kaitlin Iezzi 
2021 Calvin Idler Anne Behe 
2022 Lara Faust Larry Potts 

 

Cemetery Board 

2020 Rick Francesco 
2021 Brian Iezzi Greg Siwik 
2022 Mike Houck Barry Vining 

 

Endowment Board 

2020 Mike Houck 
2021 Bob Keeley Barry Vining 
2022 Bill Moore Julie Radel 

 

Our Church Staff 

Kaitlin Iezzi, Parish Administrator 
Penny Sallade, Choir Director 

Patricia Kandler, Organist 
Larry Simmers, Sexton 

Kaitlin Iezzi, Christian Education Chair 
Greg Siwik, Cemetery Superintendent 
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